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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 

Applicant's submission filed on April 8th, 2009, has been entered. 

2. Claims 1 , 4-1 8, 21-35 and 38-52 have been presented for examination and are 
rejected. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed April 8th, 2009, with respect to the claims have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1,4-11,1 5-1 8, 21-28, 32-35, 38-45, and 49-52 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hind et al. (U.S. PGPub 2004/0205555) and 
Conway (U.S. PGPub 2003/0236777). 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

As per claims 1,18, 35, and 52, Hind teaches a method of taking notes in a notes 
document using a note-taking device (Hind, paragraphs 0026 and 0027 overview and 
summary; see also 0045), the method comprising: 

generating a first request at the note-taking device wherein the first request 
identifies a portion of a first information to insert in a first location in the notes document, 
the first information comprising information captured by one or more capture devices; 
(Hind, see, e.g., example information types described in paragraph 0031 and displayed 
in fig. 3B where a portion of a first information is displayed from a capture device; see 
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paragraphs 0031-0033 where a first request identifies a portion of a first information to 
insert in a first location) 

determining if the note-taking device can communicate with a server; and 

storing the first request in the notes document upon determining that the note- 
taking device cannot communicate with the server; and (Hind, paragraphs 0031-0033) 

determining, subsequent to storing the first request in the notes document, that 
the note-taking device cannot communicate with the server; 

communicating the first request from the note-taking device to the server upon 
determining that the note-taking device can communicate with the server (Hind, see, 
e.g., paragraph 0033 and fig. 5). 

Hind teaches the above, including determining if the availability of information on 
the server (Hind, see paragraphs 0031-0033 and figs. 2A-2C, 3A, and 3B), storing 
requests (Hind, paragraphs 0031-0033) and later communicating the request (Hind, 
see, e.g., paragraph 0033 and fig. 5). 

However, Hind is silent as to determining if the note-taking device can 
communicate with a server; storing the first request in the notes document upon 
determining that the note-taking device cannot communicate with the server; 
determining, subsequent to storing, that the device cannot communicate with the server, 
and communicating the first request from the note-taking device to the server upon 
determining that the note-taking device can communicate with the server, as Hind is 
instead directed to more general accessibility of information. 
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In a similar field of endeavor, Conway teaches a network-based information 
retrieval system that services information requests from a server over a network 
(Conway, paragraphs 0022 and 0023 and fig. 1 ). Conway further teaches determining if 
a target server of a device request is available for communication, storing the request 
upon determining that the device cannot communicate with the server, subsequent to 
storing determining if the device can communicate with the server, and communicating 
the request upon determining that the device can communicate with the server 
(Conway, see paragraphs 0040-0042, 0045, 0047, 0049 and figs. 5 and 6 where 
asynchronous transactions are discussed). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to have combined Hind and Conway to provide the request 
management of Conway in the system of Hind, because doing so would "greatly 
increase the probability of successful Internet transactions" (Conway, abstract). 
Further, all of the claimed elements (i.e., note-taking device request creation, 
communication requests to a server, management of failed or unavailable server 
transaction requests, etc.) were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art could 
have combined the elements as claimed by known methods to yield predictable results 
(e.g., effective request processing when server communication is initially unavailable). 

As per claims 4, 21 , and 38, Hind-Conway teaches the system further wherein 
determining if the note-taking device can communicate with the server comprises: 



Application/Control Number: 10/722,834 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2441 

detecting a first signal after storing the first request in the notes document; and 
determining if the note-taking device can communicate with the server responsive to the 
first signal (Hind, see paragraphs 0031-0033 and figs. 2A-2C, 3A, 3B, and process of 
fig. 5, 6A, and 6B; Conway, see paragraphs 0040-0042, 0045, 0047, 0049 and figs. 5 
and 6 where asynchronous transactions are discussed). 

As per claims 5, 22, and 39, Hind-Conway teaches the system further wherein the first 
signal is generated when the notes document is opened (Hind, see paragraphs 0031- 
0033 and figs. 2A-2C, 3A, 3B, and process of fig. 5, 6A, and 6B). 

As per claims 6, 23, and 40, Hind-Conway teaches the system further wherein the first 
signal is generated at a periodic interval (Hind, see, e.g., the periodic request method 
outlined in paragraph 0028). 

As per claims 7, 24, and 41 , Hind-Conway teaches the system further wherein the first 
signal is generated in response to an action performed by a user of the note-taking 
device (Hind, see paragraphs 0031-0033 and figs. 2A-2C, 3A, 3B, and process of fig. 5, 
6A, and 6B). 

As per claims 8, 25, and 42, Hind-Conway teaches the system further comprising: 
communicating the first request from the note-taking device to the server; 
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receiving, at the note-taking device, the first portion of the first information from 
the server; and (Hind, see paragraphs 0031-0033 and figs. 2A-2C, 3A, 3B, and process 
of fig. 5, 6A, and 6B) 

embedding the first portion of the first information in the first location in the notes 
document (Hind, e.g., see fig. 3 embedding information in the document). 

As per claims 9, 26, and 43, Hind-Conway teaches the system further comprising: 

communicating, from the note-taking device to the server, information identifying 
a user of the note-taking device requesting the first portion of the first information; 
determining, at the server, if the user is authorized to receive the first portion of the first 
information; and communicating the first portion of the first information from the server 
to the note-taking device if it is determined that the user is authorized to receive the first 
portion of the first information (Hind, see paragraphs 0039 and fig. 4 authorized user 
access). 

As per claims 10, 27, and 44, Hind-Conway teaches the system further comprising: 

communicating, from the note-taking device to the server, information identifying 
a user of the note-taking device requesting the first portion of the first information; and 
determining, at the server, if the user is authorized to receive the first portion of the first 
information (Hind, see paragraphs 0039 and fig. 4 user access). 

As per claims 1 1 , 28, and 45, Hind-Conway teaches the system further comprising: 
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determining one or more requests stored in the notes document, the one or more 
requests including the first request; communicating the first request from the note-taking 
device to the server; receiving, at the note-taking device from the server, the first portion 
of the first information; and (Hind, see paragraphs 0031-0033 and figs. 2A-2C, 3A, 3B, 
and process of fig. 5, 6A, and 6B) 

embedding the first portion of the first information in the first location in the notes 
document (Hind, e.g., see fig. 3 embedding information in the document). 

As per claims 15, 32, and 49, Hind-Conway teaches the system further wherein storing 
the first request in the notes document comprises: inserting a visual marker in the first 
location in the notes document indicative of the first request (Hind, see fig. 3A and 
paragraph 0032). 

As per claims 16, 33, and 50, Hind-Conway teaches the system further wherein the first 
information comprises information captured during a first presentation, the method 
further comprising: 

generating, at the note-taking device during the first presentation, a second 
request to insert a portion of a second information in a second location in the notes 
document, the second information comprising information captured during a second 
presentation; determining if the portion of the second information requested by the 
second request is accessible to the note-taking device; and (Hind, see paragraphs 
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0031-0033 and figs. 2A-2C, 3A, 3B, and process of fig. 5, 6A, and 6B; see repetition, 
e.g., of paragraph 0033) 

storing the second request in the notes document upon determining that the 
portion of the second information requested by the second request is not accessible to 
the note-taking device (Hind, paragraphs 0031-0033 where the request is stored in the 
document if the portion if not available; see also visual representation in fig. 3A; see 
repetition, e.g., of paragraph 0033). 

As per claims 17, 34, and 51 , Hind-Conway teaches the system further comprising: 

identifying one or more requests stored in the notes document, the one or more 
requests including the first request and the second request; communicating the first 
request and the second request from the note-taking device to a server; (Hind, see 
paragraphs 0031-0033 and figs. 2A-2C, 3A, 3B, and process of fig. 5, 6A, and 6B; see 
repetition, e.g., of paragraph 0033) 

receiving, at the note-taking device from the server, the portion of the first 
information and the portion of the second information; embedding the portion of the first 
information in the first location in the notes document; and embedding the portion of the 
second information in the second location in the notes document (Hind, paragraphs 
0031-0033 where the request is stored in the document if the portion if not available; 
see also visual representation in fig. 3A; see repetition, e.g., of paragraph 0033). 
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7. Claims 12-14, 29-31, and 46-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hind et al. (U.S. PGPub 2004/0205555) and Conway (U.S. PGPub 
2003/0236777), further in view of Chiu et al. (U.S. Patent 6,452,615). 

As per claims 12, 29, and 46, Hind-Conway teaches the above, yet fails to teach 
wherein the first information comprises information captured during a first presentation 
and wherein the portion of the first information is a slide displayed during the first 
presentation. 

Chiu teaches a method of creating information comprising captures from 
presentation for insertion in a note document (Chiu, abstract and col. 3, lines 22-57). 
The information includes slides, audio segments, video segments, and images 
displayed during the presentation (Chiu, col. 4, lines 47-60; col. 5, lines 8-20; col. 3, 
lines 22-57; see figs. 3 and 7). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to have combined Hind-Conway and Chiu to provide the 
presentation capture of Chiu in the system of Hind-Conway, because doing so would 
enable notes document capabilities to extend to a broader range of information 
including the effective capture of demonstrations during presentations and training 
sessions (Chiu, col. 3, lines 31-63; see also similar presentation style data of Hind fig. 
3B element 350; where both systems are further directed to TCP/IP network-based 
access of centralized user-relevant information). 
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8. As per claims 13, 30, and 47, Hind-Conway teaches the above, yet fails to teach 
wherein the first information comprises information captured during a first presentation 
and wherein the portion of the first information is at least one of an audio segment 
recorded during the first presentation and a video segment recorded during the first 
presentation. 

Chiu teaches a method of creating information comprising captures from 
presentation for insertion in a note document (Chiu, abstract and col. 3, lines 22-57). 
The information includes slides, audio segments, video segments, and images 
displayed during the presentation (Chiu, col. 4, lines 47-60; col. 5, lines 8-20; col. 3, 
lines 22-57; see figs. 3 and 7). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to have combined Hind-Conway and Chiu to provide the 
presentation capture of Chiu in the system of Hind-Conway, because doing so would 
enable notes document capabilities to extend to a broader range of information 
including the effective capture of demonstrations during presentations and training 
sessions (Chiu, col. 3, lines 31-63; see also similar presentation style data of Hind fig. 
3B element 350; where both systems are further directed to TCP/IP network-based 
access of centralized user-relevant information). 

9. As per claims 14,31, and 48, Hind-Conway teaches the above, yet fails to teach 
wherein the first information comprises information captured during a first presentation 
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and wherein the portion of the first information is at least one of an image displayed 
during the first presentation, and text information recorded during the first presentation. 

Chiu teaches a method of creating information comprising captures from 
presentation for insertion in a note document (Chiu, abstract and col. 3, lines 22-57). 
The information includes slides, audio segments, video segments, and images 
displayed during the presentation (Chiu, col. 4, lines 47-60; col. 5, lines 8-20; col. 3, 
lines 22-57; see figs. 3 and 7). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to have combined Hind-Conway and Chiu to provide the 
presentation capture of Chiu in the system of Hind-Conway, because doing so would 
enable notes document capabilities to extend to a broader range of information 
including the effective capture of demonstrations during presentations and training 
sessions (Chiu, col. 3, lines 31-63; see also similar presentation style data of Hind fig. 
3B element 350; where both systems are further directed to TCP/IP network-based 
access of centralized user-relevant information). 

Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas Taylor whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3889. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30am to 5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wing Chan can be reached on (571) 272-7493. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/NT/ 

Nicholas Taylor 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2441 

/Larry D Donaghue/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



